Persistent sciatic artery and vein: an unusual case.
Persistent sciatic artery is a rare anomaly that has been reported in 48 patients in the North American literature. No report has contained more than two cases. This article discusses the first reported case of bilateral persistent sciatic arteries in a patient who also has normally developed superficial femoral arteries. This unique situation allowed removal of the superficial femoral artery for a malignant femoral nerve schwannoma without a concomitant reconstructive arterial procedure. A similar anomaly of the venous system permitted the operation to be done without compromising venous outflow.